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Afternoon Brainstorming Session T 1pm

Maura Olivos and Jen Clancy introduce themselves, and discuss their Research and Environmental Education
Database Project and the Alta Ecological Assessment Symposium Survey results.

Pat Shea introduces himself and Friends of Alta, describes the challenges to conservation in Alta, introduces
keynote speaker, Uintah-Wasatch-Cache National Forest (UWCNF) Supervisor Dave Whittekiend.

Keynote Speaker : Dave Whittekiend
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In UWCNF, sustainable recreation management is our biggest challenge.

UWCNF plan is a zoning document: Alta is a watershed and recreation management zone. Developed vs
undeveloped recreation. USFS is open to new recreational trends.

Everything humans do on the forest has an impact: educating users of this reality is critical.

Fee areas have been successful in providing funds for local projects: Millcreek, American Fork, etc.
Inter-agency partnerships are vital, as are volunteersd more than 12,000 individuals volunteer on the UWCNF
annually: this is a unique resource.

UWCNF has unique accessibility, making our community of stakeholders large and diverse.

USFS faces more restricted budgets, paired with an extremely high demand for services.

General Introductions T 1:40pm

Joan Deg iorgio , Discussion Facilitator
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Marion Hubbard f
T How do we define MAlta?0 V

1

Liam Fitzgerald
 Alta has withstood the

We are interested in science-based decision making.

How do we create common ground, compile common data for such science-based decision making?
Introductions: what do scientists want to know about Alta? What do land managers need to know in order to
make policy?

How do we go about
gathering/maintaining
database? How do we

organize?

For this discussion it was
established that the area
would encompass Albion
Basin, Collins Gulch, and
the south facing slopes
from roughly Hellgate to
Grizzly Gulch. On the
western boundary there
would be a line down the
Peruvian ridgeline to the
top of Mt Superior.



onslaught of detrimental development pressure; how long will that continue?

1 The biggest problem for our planning outlook is vehicle traffic. User numbers will continue to explode, while
transportation options have not changed meaningfully in fifty years. Individuals and agencies have not made
sacrifices in order to develop new possibilities.

Jack Longi no
T Ecol ogi st, insects, fil Iike ants in particular.o New to

Erika Longino
1 Interested in conversations about sustainable recreation management.

Nalini Nadkarni

9 Bring science to society.

1 Interested in getting U of U students involved in science in Alta

1 Ski areas could be very effective social environments in which to disseminate scientific consensus regarding
watershed health, climate, etc.

1 In Alta/Little Cottonwood Canyon/UWCNF, there is potential for eco-recreation, which is a great way for people to
become personally invested in ecology and environmental policy.

Skip Silloway
1 Desires more knowledge and facts, so that stakeholders in the Alta community can make more affirmative,
progressive policy.

Paul Moxley

1 Alta IS moving forward in terms of offering better recreation services/access.

1 Concerned with Altaco mmuni t yds economi aa\sablé¢ plaeetto nake a liviad at presents n

1 Ecological challengesare chal | enges t oecénbmicviallity:dogs, barktbgeties, etcé we have
protective policies but we need to clarify the science behind them.

Chris Crocket
9 Division of Wildlife Resources has partnered with CCF and Hogle Zoo to conduct research on boreal toads in
Alta.

Erica Von Allmen

1 Watershed restoration is extremely difficult; conservation is cheaper and more efficient than letting watershed
health get out of control.

1 Restricting vehicle access will be the best way to ensure watershed health in LCC.

Patrick Nelson
1 SLC Public Utilities relies on the cleanest possible water, in order to use minimal purification measures.
1 Worried that we will not keep up with population growth and increased use, despite our best intentions.

Jo Varner

1 Hasinst i tuted Pi ka hasxtakenimddenscheolgroups to €ecriet Lake, thinks citizen science needs
an attractive focus, like Pikas. Can perform regionally accurate Pika imitations.

A Maura and Jen ask Jo to share data from Alta science projects.



Allison Jones
1 Looking for more reference areas for Aspen study: LCC/BCC is well-managed to provide natural characteristics.
Aspen surveys are good for public engagement.

Amy Collins
1 Tree Utah is already in partnerships with Alta Ski Area and Friends of Alta.

Chris Cawley
1 Snow, weather, and avalanche data compiled by Alta, Snowbird, UDOT, USFS in LCC could be a valuable
resource for scientific reference.

Mary Pendergast
T Alta scientific data should be transparent, accessible toc

Roger Bourke

1T Attractive places attract people until the places arendt
not. As a year round resident, agrees with the survey results indicating top three challenges for science-based
decisions and policy in Alta are vehicle traffic, development, and climate change.

Carolina Roa
1 Citizen Science builds awareness, strengthens personal connections to areas.

Jan Striefel
1 Do boreal toads eat beetles? Woul dnét that be convenient ;)

Tom Pollard :
T In Alta, balancing environmental and economic concerns is tough but necessary.

John Guldner:
T AAIl'ta is to SLC whatoBlléavittr al Park is to NYCO
1 Science has occurred in Alta, we just need to start talking about it.

Claire Woodman:
1 The Wasatch Summit Program is our best opportunity for well-
rounded planning solutions yet.
T Alta is stagnant economically, but
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1 We have developed new partnerships today already. ATUAL TWP)
1 Alta will be a great place for the public to engage science and :
ecology. SOOI AL STATEME
1 What do we need to know to make decisions? | o M
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Dave Whittekiend :
1 Baseline species inventory
1 What do we want Alta/LCC to look like? Stasis is impossible.
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Pat Shea:

1 Budget awareness is criticald in order to be independent and effective, this project needs its own budget and
funding sources.

1 Wasatch Front land use and environmental planning needs to take place beyond local jurisdictions, outside of and
alongside governmental agencies.

Maura Olivos:
1T Dondét forget the understory: ecology starts in the soil,
most apparent. Alta contains tremendous understory and soil diversity.

Joan D egiorgio :
T  What will be the format of our future scientific database?
T What are the key elements of Altadbds ecological scheme t hes

Allison Jones :
T Does the Wasatch Summit Project haweodoaof o mdskéeocodldagopth de si r e
Does it have LCC specific assessments we could use as a baseline?

Tom Pollard:
1 Wasatch Summit will use existing data; work so far has been to enhance collaboration of partners and sharing of
existing information.

Pat Shea

1 Skeptical of motivation for Wasatch Summit, thinks transportation solutions are being considered first and
ecological health will be secondary (Claire Woodman did not agree).

Jan Striefel :
9 This projectd our process, our standardsd should inform the Wasatch Summit Program, not the other way around.

Dave Whittek iend:
1 The Wasatch Summit Program is still in the very early stages:we 6r e sti |l |l studyi ng.0ot hdefef f
we bl | have to draft a plan, then thereb6ll be NEPAEé

Skip Silloway & John G uldner :
T Wedonoét have time to wait for this project to .evol ve: we

Pat Shea:
9 Forest Service data protocol could be used to manage content of Alta Ecological Assessment.

Dave Whittek iend:
1 USEFS data protocol might be too general at this point, we need baseline/goals first then we can apply organizing
principles.

Nalini Nadkarni:

9 Four possible elements of ecological assessment: What is happening with our physical environment (what are we
already monitoring)? Biotic components? Functional health of the ecosystemd air/water quality, etc? Social
interactions: humans with their surroundings? We should think about ecosystem health as wholly as we consider
our own personal, human health.

Marion Hubbard :

T  Who will manage this database?

1 Division of Water Quality collects information in the watershed monthly, and there is an accessible database of that
information.




Pat Shea:

1 We should establish a server at the Town of Alta offices to maintain an Alta ecological database. This will require
more money from the Town of Alta, Alta Ski Lifts, etc, and the value of the information it provides to those entities
should be compelling.

Chris Crocket:
1 We need to consider how to present the information to the public and get both the public and the political
community engaged in the collection/valuation of information, from the outset of the project.

John Guldner
1 Watershed data has been used in various lawsuits, with mixed results.

Jo Varner
1 Identify gaps in current data: what are the indicator species for functional health? What is the functional diversity
of the Alta ecosystem? Critical flora? Pollinators, seed dispersers?

Jack Logino:

1 Science-based decision-making? Mo r e o f teeision-baset €ciencedmaking.

9 Science of ecology is the science of climate: ecology is not protectable; we can only manage our impacts and
observe those impacts in nature. This can never be a natural place, because of the density of human recreational
activity in the winter.

1 We should study the impact of human activity and material flow on ecology in Alta.

Maura Olivo s:

1 Obviously, Alta is not pristine, although we are doing a better job of allowing natural ecology to develop in the
wake of deforestation, early development, etc.

1 We want more information about what have presently, and then w e &dentify red-lines, cutoffs, and thresholds: it
is critical to identify what we are willing to accept in terms of ecosystem degradation.

Jo Varner:
1 Public engagement requires a clear and attractive subject: Pika studies have already provided the kind of
information we seek here in Utah, the Great Basin, etc.

Nalini Nadkarni

9 Choose functionalities, identify lenses of threat:

T Vehicles, private development, climate change.

T What species bear the effects of vehicular pollution and other threats?

Joan Degiorgio :
T ITNCb6bs ACT framework for climate c shaulddpeconsidgered.t ori ng and po
1 Do we want this assessment to be threat driven?

Amy Collins:
1 Can we add a surcharge to already popular service feesd lift tickets, other services here in Alta--to fund this
project?

Pat Shea:

1 NSF, etc, lacks the funding they might have previously had. Create a Special Use District.

i Database Structure: Flora, Fauna, Water, Climate Change Variables.

T Like Maur a s ugges tamaeterswal@delbélowevisich acbldgica duisisps apparent.




Conclusion si 3:30 PM

Joan D egiorio :

Nal ini és superstructure

We need indicator species, thresholds

Our next step is to determine objectives

We need to establish our database, procedures

What is unique and vulnerable in Alta?

The Nature Conservancyds Conservation Action Pl an
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Maura Olivos :
1 Let® start the science ASAP

Mary Pendergast :
1 We need to evaluate possible study based on its likely applicability to policy

Dave Whittekie nd:

1 Identify threats: Vehicles, development, climate change?

I Gather Data by standard protocol, in order to develop a transparent, exportable dataset. Alta management plan
can be unique, but the data should be more broadly applicable.



