
A Brief Guide to Planting:  

Native Plant Species of  

Little Cottonwood Canyon  

Why Plant Native Species  

 

With increased recreational usage in our 
public lands comes increased environmen-
tal pressures upon our native vegetation. 
The introduction of non -native plant spe-
cies into the canyon has caused competi-
tion and aided in the decline of native 
plant species.  Therefore, it is crucial for 
everyone to do their part in preserving 
the natural environment of Little Cotton-
wood Canyon.  Planting native species is a 
simple and effective way of doing this!  
Native species are adapted specifically to 
the community in which they are found, 
therefore flourishing in their natural envi-
ronment.   

Native Plant Gardening Tips  

¶ Use local, native soil on your property  

¶ Use your own compost  

¶ Share & collect native seeds and plants with 
your neighbor and spread on your property  

¶ Use a variety of species for diversity  

¶ Try to mimic natureõs garden display (w/rocks 
and logs) 

¶  Know your non-native weeds and dispose of 
them properly  

¶ Stay away from pesticides and herbicides 
(these products are created for the non -
native ornamental garden)  

¶ Experiment and have fun with less common lo-
cal varieties of plants and seed germination  

¶ Grow seeds from pots before planting into 
ground  

¶ Get to know germination tricks  

¶ Learn transplanting techniques  

Why Native Gardening is Beneficial  

 

¶ Maintenance is less costly (plants are 
already adapted to bugs and drought)  

¶ Less chance of introducing invasive 
plants to surrounding natural areas  

¶ Better chance of survival (plants are 
already adapted to climate)  

¶ You gain knowledge of your natural area  

¶ Native gardening is a sustainable ef-
fort, youõre decreasing your carbon 
footprint  

¶ Native plants are beautiful  
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