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BIRDS OF ALTA 



Why Study Birds at Alta? 
 

ÅUnique access to high elevations habitats. 

ÅMany high elevation endemic species. 

Pine Grosbeak 



How do We Study Birds at Alta? 

Å RMBO IMBCR Point Transect BBS 

ï10 grids of 1 square kilometer(100 hectares) 

ïEach grid has 6 to 16 points where 6 minute point counts are 
conducted between 6am-11am from June 15th-July 15th 

? 

Red Crossbill 



Study Area 



Results of 1st Year 

Å82 species of birds document at 
Alta so far 

Å63 species documented during 
nesting season(June-July) 

Å4,259 individual birds recorded 
Å5 most abundant species were: 
ïWhite-crowned Sparrow 
ïDark-eyed Junco 
ï/ƭŀǊƪΩǎ bǳǘŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ 
ïChipping  Sparrow 
ïPine Siskin 

 
 /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ bǳǘŎǊŀŎƪŜǊ 



Interesting Discoveries 

ÅNew birds this season 

 -Northern Goshawk 

 -American Pipit 

 -White-winged Crossbill 

 -Black-chinned Hummingbird 

 -Yellow Warbler 

 -Plumbeous Vireo 

 

 

 

Plumbeous Vireo 



Northern Goshawk White-winged Crossbill 

Black-chinned Hummingbird Yellow Warbler 



Noteworthy Birds 

ÅCalliope Hummingbirds on territory 

ÅBlack Rosy-Finches in Alpine zone, nesting 

ÅAmerican Pipits in Alpine Zone 

ÅRed Crossbills abundantĄ large spruce cone crop 
this season 

ÅCommon Poorwills up Grizzly Gulch 

 



Black Rosy-Finch Common Poorwill 

Calliope Hummingbird 

Red Crossbill American Pipit NOTEWORTHY SPECIES 



Big Misses 

ÅAmerican Three-toed Woodpeckers 

o Spruce Bark beetle population low 

ÅEvening Grosbeak 

o Spruce budworm population low 

Å²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ {ŀǇǎǳŎƪŜǊǎΚ 

  

 

 


